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Transcript

How does data inform decision making?

Deb:
In the RTI process we don’t have a magic number for a cut-score. I think what we really try to do is look at the data points when we’re collecting, about a student, along with their performance in the classroom and begin to analyze that and converge that of the needs for the student. So we try to make it more based on where that student is and what resources would benefit that child as opposed to one specific cut-point. For example, I had a student that was, had read nonsense words as words on the DIBELS test and if you look at just the score it would not look like they performed very well, but in conversation with the teacher, that is exactly where we wanted that child to head. So I think we have to be very careful about these cut-points and magic numbers that we want to come up with because they don’t tell the whole story and I think it’s really important to make sure we gather all of the information to tell the whole story about what the needs of the child are.

As we have implemented the RTI process it has continued to be an ongoing challenge at times with staff to have them understand their role and responsibility in the process. And so we continue to go back to data--having data drive our discussion—so that we get the feeling side out and get the data side in to help them see that this is about helping the child-- it’s not evaluating whether they’re a good or bad instructor or that it’s being perceived that way. But it’s about finding the right match, for the right child to get the right intervention started. So, is it easy? No. Is it a long-term process? Yes.

