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What is the purpose of gathering data?

Brian:
I think systemically the use of RTI has helped teachers to understand and embrace the idea of why we gathered data and what we use it for. It’s not that we gather it because No Child Left Behind says we need to collect and report data. It helps us to take it down to the individual level of the student. Teachers teach because they want to help children and to be able to look at data and to say, “I’m not doing this because a regulation says that I have to do this. I’m doing this because it’s going to make the difference in the life of the child.” It brings it to life for them and it makes them want to go through the process of collecting it, analyzing it and actually using it, as opposed to “let’s give the assessment; we’ll collect the data and we’re not going to look at it after that. We’re going to report it—somebody will turn it in and we’re finished with it.” They see a purpose and they see a reason behind what they’re doing and why they’re doing it.

