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What is the role of parents in an RTI model?

Vicki:
The role of the parents in the RTI process is wonderful. I’ve worked in education 20 years and 20 years ago we did not involve the parents at all until we determined that we thought the child needed some special education. Now the parents are involved from the beginning; they attend problem solving-meetings that we have. We always, always make the parents a part of the intervention plan. We’ve had parents progress-monitor their students on things at home and we’ve also progress monitored, of course, at school. Every step of the way the parent knows what’s expected of their child, where their child’s at, and what they can do at home to help them. Then, if we see that the response to intervention is poor and we need to move to the next step it is not a surprise. If we do an eligibility review it’s not like everybody is holding their breath to see what we’re going to say about this child because we’ve been talking about them all along. And as a parent, and I am a parent, I would feel so much more comfortable being in this process with my student, than a table of professionals sitting around, talking in those educational acronyms and talking about my child instead of with me about my child. That’s been a huge difference...

Wilcox School, which is the school I’m here representing, has been using the RTI model for about 5 years and we have a large urban district. There’s about fifteen thousand students and so from time to time we have redistricting that goes on, and there were going to be several students that were not going to be in our school boundaries anymore and were going to have to go to another school. We had over fifty kids parents request transfers because they wanted to continue to work in a school that had that model because they said that this was the first time they ever felt like they knew exactly where their kids were. We were communicating with them, they were part of the team, and they could follow their child’s progress very well. And so I thought that really spoke to how important those parents thought the model was.

Well, I think what happens then, when we decide then to go toward the entitlement mode for special education when the response to intervention has been poor. I don’t think it’s a big, scary moment for the parents as it would have been in the past. They have seen how their child has progressed or their lack of progression, their need for continued intensive services. And it’s really not a surprise to anybody. Therefore, I think that they’re much more comfortable with the decision. Based on that we’ve never had a parent refuse services since we’ve been using this model because I think they see where this is all headed and you know it’s going to be for the good of their child. 
