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Transcript

What is the value of universal/school-wide screening?

Patricia: 
I think the value of universally screening the whole school has enhanced our kindergarten program immensely. Right off the bat, we’re able to know who needs initial sound fluency practice, who needs phonemic fragmentation practice, and the groups are off and running. 

Bobbie:
Also, the screening picks up the children that sometimes we wouldn’t pick up because they’re the quiet, well-behaved child that their behavior doesn’t necessarily make them stand out. And maybe you didn’t, as a teacher, notice that they were a little behind, and the screenings will pick that up for you and so you know to intervene and you can fix that problem very rapidly. 

Kate:
The universal screening process in our building, versus progress monitoring would be the screening all kids get. Our curriculum-based measurement, our DIBELS, they’re all taking those and then obviously through that information and that data we pinpoint the students who need extra help—intensive, substantive, whatever it is, and then that’s how we start our RTI process with those kids. As an administrator, one way I use the universal screening is to see how the kids as a whole are doing in the classroom. I compare how this kindergarten teacher-- her classes to the other. How her class goes from fall to spring and how the other ones go from fall to spring; year after year how this teacher’s students are doing. And that’s a conversation that is ongoing—it’s part of growth plan meetings with staff that I have. “Where are you at? How do you think things are going? Here are kids on your list that need intensive instruction. Based on the information that we have, what are you doing with each of those?” So, for me it’s a great tool to touch base with teachers and to do some evaluation. And then, like I said, the progress monitoring would come once we decide these children need the intervention—we progress monitor them specifically.

