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How does RTI affect Instructional Strategies?

Loretta:
Before we started with the Response–to-Intervention process, we had implemented a program—and we felt that it was very successful—in phonemic awareness, and blending and segmentation and all of those necessary key elements. But then we realized that it was only research-based for upper grade levels. And so then we had to choose a new reading series, and a new intervention program. We have now chosen the one basal reading program, but with that we have also implemented, this year, the intervention that goes along with the same basal. So the intervention corresponds with the basal. 
Brian:
As we decided and looked at research-based intervention strategies to adopt in the district we look at a variety of sources. We will, again, turn to our experts, out area education agency—the people that are out, that receive a wealth of information on various strategies that we can use. We’ll talk to our own remedial teachers and special education teachers and see what they’re hearing, what they’re learning at conferences and what materials they’re finding that they think would be beneficial and a lot of it is we’ll get things and we’ll try it. And we’ll see if it works. And one of the problems we’ll run into is sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn’t. And what seems like it might be a great intervention doesn’t exactly fit the needs of the students. So sometimes you put money into something and it doesn’t work as well as you want it to and then you start looking for something else that might fit your needs a little bit better. So, there’s no guarantee that when you look at something that’s worked in one district it’s going to work in another district or even if it’s worked for one student, that it’s going to work for another one. So it’s a matter of finding as many tools as we can—as many strategies as we can—and then matching the student needs to those. And knowing that sometimes it’s not going to work as well as you want and we need to make some changes and try something else then.

Kathy:
Embedded tutoring in our school is where we offer, in small group or individualize, reading tutorials during the school day. What we’ve done is taken students out of either PE, music or art time and they are having tutoring time during—throughout—the school day.

