
• Step 1: Have each member of your team respond to the questions in the following table to consider some of the practices that contribute to challenges in accurate SLD identification. Each team member will bring a unique perspective to this exercise. As you think about the questions, select one district’s perspective in your state to keep in mind or select three—a high performing (H), an average performing (A), and a low performing (L) district—to develop a broader overview. Place a check mark or X in the appropriate “Yes” or “No” column. 

• Step 2: For each section, determine totals for a) the number of “yes” answers, b) the number of “no” answers, c) the number of “yes” and “no” answers. Divide the number of “yes” answers by the total number of all answers to determine the percentage of “yes” answers. Divide the number of “no” answers by the total number of all answers to determine the percentage of “no” answers. Fill in the appropriate spaces on the worksheet.

This activity will help you consider some of the practices that might contribute to the challenge of accurate SLD identification in your setting. You will use the information on this worksheet to complete the decision matrix in the next activity.
	1. Getting services vs. disability determination
	YES
H-A-L
	NO
H-A-L

	a. We provide highly effective remedial services for students with low-achievement (not special education).
	
	

	b. We use evidence-based instructional practices in reading.
	
	

	c. We use evidence-based instructional practices in writing.
	
	

	d. We use evidence-based instructional practices in math.
	
	

	e. The percentage of our students identified as having SLD is less than 5 percent.
	
	

	f. We have effective services for students who are English language learners.
	
	

	g. We have a formal method of identifying students’ specific curricular or instructional needs in the classroom.
	
	

	h. We implement classroom interventions and collect data on their effectiveness.
	
	

	i. Within the classroom, individual students receive specific, scientifically based interventions and their progress is monitored.
	
	

	Other:
	
	

	Number of “Yes” answers:
	_____
	

	Number of “No” answers:  
	
	_____

	Total (“Yes” plus “No”) answers:
	 _____

	Percentage (“Yes” answers divided by total answers): 
	_____%
	

	Percentage (“No” answers divided by total answers): 
	
	_____%


	2. SOLE-CRITERION
	YES
H-A-L
	NO
H-A-L

	a. We require assessment of multiple factors for SLD determination.
	
	

	b. We require documentation of these assessments in eligibility decisions.
	
	

	c. When a discrepancy is found, we implement further procedures to determine the suspected reasons for the discrepancy.
	
	

	d. We follow well-documented procedures for exclusionary criteria. 
	
	

	Other:
	
	

	Number of “Yes” answers:
	_____
	

	Number of “No” answers:
	
	_____

	Total (“Yes” plus “No”) answers:
	_____

	Percentage (“Yes” answers divided by total answers):
	_____%
	

	Percentage (“No” answers divided by total answers): 
	
	_____%

	3. LOW-ACHIEVEMENT VS. SLD
	YES
H-A-L
	NO
H-A-L

	a. Our students identified with SLD have IQ ranges in the average to above-average range.
	
	

	b. We offer a variety of services for struggling learners.
	
	

	Other:
	
	

	Number of “Yes” answers:
	_____
	

	Number of “No” answers:
	
	_____

	Total (“Yes” plus “No”) answers:
	_____

	Percentage (“Yes” answers divided by total answers):
	_____%
	

	Percentage (“No” answers divided by total answers): 
	
	_____%


	4. SHAREHOLDER VALUES
	YES
H-A-L
	NO
H-A-L

	a. We require an evaluation team discussion when making SLD determination decisions.
	
	

	b. We use a number of methods (i.e., letters, telephone calls, one-on-one meetings, team meetings) to engage parents in the discussion process when making SLD determination decisions.
	
	

	Other:
	
	

	Number of “Yes” answers:
	_____
	

	Number of “No” answers:
	
	_____

	Total (“Yes” plus “No”) answers:
	_____

	Percentage (“Yes” answers divided by total answers):
	_____%
	

	Percentage (“No” answers divided by total answers): 
	
	_____%

	5. CLINICAL JUDGMENT
	YES
H-A-L
	NO
H-A-L

	a. We have a clearly defined decision-making process for SLD (and other disabilities) identification.
	
	

	b. The evaluation team is required to collect a variety of specific data on which to base eligibility decisions.
	
	

	c. Our decision-making process clearly defines the role of each team member.
	
	

	Other:
	
	

	Number of “Yes” answers:
	_____
	

	Number of “No” answers:
	
	_____

	Total (“Yes” plus “No”) answers:
	_____

	Percentage (“Yes” answers divided by total answers):
	_____%
	

	Percentage (“No” answers divided by total answers): 
	
	_____%
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