
Use this activity to combine the information you developed in Activity 4.1: Distinguishing Between Low-Achievement and SLD and information from Activity 4.2: Features and Related Characteristics of SLD. This exercise will help you decide which are the necessary SLD characteristics.

• Step 1: For this activity, you can do one of the following:

•
Using the following worksheet, complete column 2 by transferring characteristics from the Activity 4.2: Features and Related SLD Characteristics worksheet.

•
Add a third column, labeled “Necessary,” to your completed Activity 4.2: Features and Related SLD Characteristics worksheet.

• Step 2: Review your list and decide which of the characteristics are necessary for determining that a student has SLD. 

• Is your list of necessary characteristics sufficient? 

• Does your list include all of the features of the SLD definition?

Scan your list of Related Characteristics (as determined in Activity 4.2) and indicate which are absolutely necessary for determining that a student has SLD.

	Definitional Features


	Related Characteristics


	Necessary



	Disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in understanding or in using language, spoken or written


	
	

	Imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do mathematical calculations


	
	

	Includes such conditions as perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental aphasia


	
	

	Does not include learning problems that are primarily the result of visual, hearing, or motor disabilities, of mental retardation, of emotional disturbance, or of environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage
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Put It All Together
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